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ried daughter of the King of Italy. They were
well aware that they had so governed large
sections of their own subjects that a return of
the Hapsburgs would probably be the signal for
their own collapse. Also the French had not, it
seems, troubled to explain to their old allies the
true inwardness of their volte face as regards
Italy. So Mussolini was baffled, and had to march
his armies back again. But he demanded com-
pensation in Pans.
Paris also had to offer tardy explanations to
Yugoslavia, which had always regarded Italy as
her chief and natural enemy. So in the autumn
of 1934 King Alexander, the dictator of Yugo-
slavia, was summoned to Pans to receive instruc-
tions. But, strangely enough, the much-vaunted
French police handled its passport system with
such laxity that quite a number of King Alex-
ander's disaffected subjects found their way into
France at the same time, and, soon after his
landing at Marseilles, one of them shot him.
Also, regrettably, M. Barthou, the French Foreign
Minister, who had been directing all these diplo-
matic operations.
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